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Seattle Tilth Job Description

Good Shepherd Center Permanent Plantings Garden Steward 
Seattle Tilth inspires and educates people to garden organically, conserve natural resources and support local food systems in order to cultivate a healthy urban environment and community. 

Seattle Tilth is a nationally recognized non-profit organization dedicated to cultivating sustainable communities. In our three learning gardens at the Good Shepherd Center and Bradner Gardens Park in Seattle, and the Pickering Barn in Issaquah, we demonstrate and teach organic urban food production and sustainable landscape management. Our programs include learning gardens, adult volunteer opportunities, classes and workshops. This is a rich educational environment. The Garden Stewards will work closely with the learning garden staff and will be involved in the planning and implementation of many of these programs. 
Application Process

To be considered for the position, please submit a resume and cover letter to katiepencke@seattletilth.org by February 15th, 2010. We will contact qualified applicants for a phone interview. Position will last from late February through October, with some flexibility dependent on applicant. The Garden Steward will be selected from a pool of both new and existing garden volunteers who have some experience, and want to further their career in public landscape management. Successful applicants will be interested in a leadership role. 
Description

Type of position: Unpaid internship, college credit if available with your college. No housing is provided with this internship.

Location: This Garden Steward will work in the learning garden in Meridian Park in the Wallingford neighborhood of Seattle. 

Areas of focus: Public landscape management, adult experiential education, ecology and the environment, organic gardening and local food systems.

Term: The internship will be conducted in three month increments, with renewal of the position possible for up to one year.  Ideal time frame is late February through October. 
Job Responsibilities


* The Garden Steward will work closely with the Demonstration Garden Coordinator and will be responsible for what happens in the garden. Focus will be on implementation of the Seattle Tilth Demonstration Garden Educational Goals through planning, record keeping, volunteer education and management, and community building.  
* Work as part of a team with Garden Coordinator and other Stewards to create garden plans and implement them through organized work parties.  
* Lead small groups during volunteer work parties with an emphasis on educating volunteers in seasonal organic gardening techniques. 
* Assist in orientations, training and supervision of volunteers. 
* Become proficient in and manage the following tools to improve maintenance and learning opportunities in the permanent plantings of the Good Shepherd Center garden: inventory list of plants, online self-guided tour of plants, in-garden plant ID tags. 
* Attend meetings with garden stakeholders, such as Seattle Tilth staff meetings, Garden Programs check in meetings, Bradner Leads, volunteers, neighbors, etc. as needed in order to be a part of the garden community.    
* Meet regularly with the Demonstration Garden Coordinator and other Garden Stewards to coordinate work plans and provide feedback about the progression of the internship.
* Participate in an orientation with the Garden Program Manager and in trainings organized for the Garden Programs staff on topics relating to organic urban food production, volunteer management, cultural competency and diversity, adult experiential education, and permaculture design.  
*Participate in a quarterly program review with the Demonstration Garden Coordinator and other Garden Stewards, and individual performance review with the Demonstration Garden Coordinator. 
Applicant Requirements
We are seeking mature, enthusiastic people who can share responsibility for a well-used public landscape. We require that applicants have some education or experience in the fields of horticulture, public landscape management, and/or adult experiential education. Applicants must enjoy working outside and be able to lift 40 pounds. Computer and office skills are desirable. Spanish language or other foreign language proficiency a plus. Work takes place at variable times and days. Stewards will have autonomy to set their schedules, but must coordinate with Tilth garden staff, and ideally with scheduled work parties.  Position will last from late February through October, with some flexibility dependent on applicant.
Seattle Tilth is an affirmative action/equal opportunity employer.          






