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 Issaquah Volunteer Garden Crew Schedule 2010
Reunion Dinner and Annual Member Meeting

Wednesday February 17th, 7:00 – 9:00 pm
Good Shepherd Center, 4th Floor Chapel

A great way to get to know Seattle Tilth! All are welcome to this pot luck event!





Volunteer Orientations

Friday March 5, 6 – 7 pm; Jersey Room in the Pickering Barn
Friday April 2, 6 – 7 pm; Jersey Room in the Pickering Barn
Friday June 5, 6 – 7 pm; outdoor classroom at the Pickering Barn

New and returning volunteers are welcome to attend orientations. Meet representatives from all of Seattle Tilth’s program areas, learn about plans and programming for the coming year, and other ways you can get involved with your local food system and resource conservation efforts. 
MARCH
Early Spring Edible Plant Sale – New!

Get an early start on your garden with a wide selection of organic spring plants.
March 20, 9 a.m.-2 p.m., at Magnuson Park, in Seattle 

Volunteer shifts available before and during the sale. Volunteers for this event get to attend the pre-sale.  

Spring garden preparation
In the morning of the 13th we will be joined by youth from the YMCA’s youth environmental programs in local middle and high schools. The morning of the 27th we will be joined by volunteers from the Seattle Works volunteer program. Come for any portion of the work parties that works for your schedule. We will be weeding and mulching the permanent plantings to prevent spring weeds from setting seed, and suppress weed growth for the rest of the garden season. In the veggie beds we will be mulching paths, preparing beds, and sowing the seeds of the early spring garden. 
Saturday March 13th, 9 – 3 pm

Saturday March 27th, 9 – 3 pm
April

Indoor Seed Starting

Learn to start heat and cool crops indoors. We will be working in our greenhouse, or talking about how you can do this at home, to plant broccoli, cabbage, leeks, herbs, tomatoes, flowers and more. 
Wednesday April 7, 5 – 7 pm
Garden Open House and Potluck at the Seattle Tilth Learning Garden at Pickering Barn
Building Healthy Soil  

Share a day in the garden for the whole family with Seattle Tilth’s Garden Hotline experts and special guests. Healthy plants start with healthy soil. Come learn to enrich your garden soil using materials you have on hand.  Build a hot compost pile, maintain a worm bin and chop in cover crops. Then break bread with staff and volunteers from all of Seattle Tilth’s many programs. 

Saturday April 17, 10 am – 1 pm work party, 1 - 3 pm potluck. 
Outdoor Seed Sowing

Learn about the soil wetness test, spring bed preparation, and ways to start the seeds of the spring garden directly in the ground. 

Wednesday April 21, 5 – 7 pm
Garden Maintenance
Help us spiff up the Learning Garden at the Pickering Barn as we enter the prime growing season in the Pacific Northwest. 

Wednesday April 28, 10 am – 1 pm 

May 1st and 2nd: Seattle Tilth Annual Edible Plant Sale, Good Shepherd Center

Volunteer shifts available April 26 – May 2
The plant sale is our biggest fundraiser of the year, and our wonderful volunteers help to make it a success! As a reward, Plant Sale volunteers are invited to a pre-sale on Friday May 1st, where they can shop with the best selection and no crowds! View volunteer shifts and sign up will be posted at www.seattletilth.org.
May
Planting in the Garden
The trick to harvesting from the garden all year is to make sure you are planting all year. We’ll show you what to plant now and how to get a head start on the summer heat crops.
Sunday May 9, 1 – 4 pm
Season Extension
Learn ways to set out heat crops early by using season extension methods to guard against the cool night-time temperatures that Pacific Northwest May’s can occasionally bring. 

Wednesday May 12, 10 am – 1 pm 
Seattle Tilth’s Edible Plant Sale in Issaquah

Seattle Tilth is bringing a great selection of locally grown organic vegetable starts to Issaquah’s Farmer’s Market on May 22 to help Eastside gardeners have the best veggie garden ever this year. We are seeking reliable, friendly volunteers from the community to support a successful sale. We will contact the Issaquah Garden Crew as soon as the schedule of shifts is announced.
Garden Maintenance 

Now that the garden is planted, what do you do?  Plenty!  Help the Tilth gardeners maintain the gardens by making compost, pruning plants and preparing beds for fall crops. 

Wednesday May 19, 5 – 8 pm
Trellis building

Maximize your garden space by growing vertical. Come learn to build trellises for tomatoes, beans and other vining crops.
Saturday May 29, 10 am – 1 pm
June
Setting Out Heat Crops

By early June soil temperatures have warmed up enough that most heat plants can be transplanted outside. We will also be starting seeds in the ground of some quick to mature heat crops. 

Wednesday June 2, 5 – 8 pm
Dealing with Summer Pests

Growing an organic garden doesn’t have to mean more bugs. Learn organic methods of addressing pest, weed and disease problems.
Wednesday June 9, 10 am – 1 pm
Biointensive Gardening – Growing the most in a small space

Learn to get the most out of a small garden space. Come learn biointensive gardening techniques, including bed preparation and planting. 
Wednesday June 16, 5 – 8 pm

Garden Open House and Potluck at the Seattle Tilth Learning Garden at Bradner Gardens Park in Seattle

Share a day in the garden for the whole family with Seattle Tilth’s Garden Hotline experts. Then break bread with staff and volunteers from all of Seattle Tilth’s many programs. 

Saturday June 19, 10 – 1 work party, 1 – 3
Building Healthy Soil  

Healthy plants start with healthy soil. Come learn to enrich your garden soil using materials you have on hand. Build a hot compost pile, maintain a worm bin and sow summer cover crops. Cover crops are an inexpensive way to add organic material to the soil. During the summer, these crops grow quickly and attract bees and ladybugs to the garden.
Wednesday June 23, 10 am – 1 pm
Compost Tea

Compost tea is rising in popularity with organic gardeners.  Come help us brew and apply compost tea to the garden. Learn when, where, and why it’s a great organic tool.
Wednesday June 30, 5 – 8 pm
