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Seattle Tilth’s Rainier Valley Eats!
Farm Steward Internship

Brief Description of Rainier Valley Eats! campaign:

Seattle Tilth has partnered with King County Public Health, Community Kitchens Northwest, Seattle Parks and Recreation and Friends of Atlantic City Nursery to co-create the Rainier Valley Eats! campaign. The goal of this campaign is to address and reduce hunger in Rainier Valley. Program highlights include:

- Rainier Valley Eats! Grow, Share, Eat sites and programs across six sectors (childcare, schools, government, low income housing, faith based, and community based organizations) within the Rainier Valley will receive mentorship and technical support to grow, share, and eat fresh, healthy food with their community.

- Development of ten acres in the Rainier Beach neighborhood as the Rainier Beach Farm and Wetland Preservation site.

 
Farm Steward Internship Description:
Work with Seattle Tilth and Friends of Atlantic City Nursery to begin to transition a ten acre commercial nursery and wetlands site into a market organic farm. Phased development will include extensive community input, permitting and design processes.  


Time Commitment: Interns devote 12-24 hours per week for three, six, or nine months.

Compensation: This is an unpaid intern position, but can be done for school.

Work Site: Rainer Beach Urban Farm and Wetlands Preservation site: 5513 S. Cloverdale St. Seattle WA 98118
Farm Steward Intern Responsibilities: 
· Help develop cooled food storage and dry food storage facilities at the site. 
· Help develop wash/pack facilities at the site. 
· Help develop field cropping, unheated greenhouse growing, and heated greenhouse growing installations at the site.
· Support drop in work parties, and other volunteer events at the site and in either of the two Seattle Tilth learning gardens in SE Seattle.  
Farm Steward Intern Qualifications
· Background or study of the practice of market farming, commercial nursery operations, or commercial landscaping
· Excellent communication skills

· Ability to work independently and be self-directed and also work well as a member of a team

· Enthusiasm for the mission of Seattle Tilth and Rainier Valley Eats!
· A strong interest in food systems 
· Connections to the SE Seattle community and /or a history of community organizing work. 
Benefits for Interns

Gain experience, valuable networks, and career opportunities in the fields of soil science, landscape architecture, ecology, urban planning, social work, public administration, and business. 
Application Process

Please fill out a volunteer/intern application on our website: http://seattletilth.org/get-involved/volunteer/internships. Email a brief cover letter & resume to katiepencke@seattletilth.org.
Important Dates and Deadlines:

Applications for 3, 6, and 9 month internships will be accepted on a rolling basis in 2012.

Questions

Email Katie Pencke at katiepencke@seattletilth.org or call (206)992-7034 for more information.
About Seattle Tilth

Seattle Tilth is a nationally recognized non-profit educational organization dedicated to inspiring and educating people to garden organically and conserve natural resources, and support local food systems in order to cultivate a healthy urban environment and community.  Our programs include community learning gardens, our volunteer program, classes and workshops, events, a children’s garden program, the Master Composter program, the Garden Hotline, Seattle Youth Garden Works, and the Farm Incubator Program.  We demonstrate and teach organic urban food production and sustainable landscape management. This is a rich educational environment and we emphasize “hands-on” learning. 

Thank you for your interest in being an intern with Seattle Tilth!
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