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Seattle Tilth’s 
SYGW Garden Mentor
Job Description

Brief Description

Gain hands-on experience in organic farm production and youth development while working alongside Seattle Tilth staff and Seattle Youth Garden Works (SYGW) youth at the SYGW farm.  Learn about organic food production and sustainable landscape management, model good work skills and build positive relationships with youth.  

Compensation

This is an unpaid volunteer opportunity.  
Work Site

Work will take place at the Seattle Youth Garden Works organic production farm at the UW Center for Urban Horticulture near University Village.  The farm is .25 acre and is currently undergoing expansion to .75 acre.  Food produced is sold at the University District Farmers’ Market as well as to institutions, restaurants and other buyers.  

Time Commitment

Consistency is very important in working with at-risk youth.  The minimum commitment is 3.75 hours/week for a session.  Volunteer shifts are 3:15-7:00 p.m. on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays.  
March 20-June 18, Spring session
Responsibilities

· Perform seasonal garden work of planting, harvesting, and maintaining gardens alongside youth crew.
· Provide mentorship to youth; allow them to lead whenever possible.
· Work closely with the Farm Manager to implement educational goals. 
· Model good work skills by arriving on time and ready to work, calling ahead if late or absent, displaying a good attitude, following directions and communicating well with supervisors.

· Participate in the creation of a work environment that is accepting and welcoming of all people.
· Assist with educational activities in the garden, as requested by Seattle Tilth staff.
· Communicate regularly with Seattle Tilth staff and volunteers as needed, to coordinate work plans and provide feedback about your internship experience.

· Represent Seattle Tilth to the public in a professional manner at the farm and at events.

· Meet with program staff after each work session to debrief and help staff gather useful information.
Benefits

· Gain non-profit youth development, organic food production, educational program, and sustainable landscape management experience.
· Help cultivate and encourage leadership skills among disadvantaged youth.
· Develop professional contacts with Seattle Tilth staff and volunteers.
· Contribute to the organic gardening, local food, youth development, educational and environmental fields.
· Enjoy working with a team and accomplishing common goals.
Qualifications
· Ability to work with people from diverse backgrounds, respect all people, and support the goal of building leadership among disadvantaged youth.  

· Some prior experience working with homeless or at-risk youth preferred.  

· Must enjoy doing physical work outside, in all weather, and working with people.

· Ability to lift 40 pounds. 
· Experience vegetable gardening in the Pacific Northwest is desirable but not required 
· Must be able to arrive on time and be present for all crew sessions.  Consistency is very important in building relationships with youth.

· Committed to non-violent conflict resolution.

· Excellent communication skills.

Training & Evaluation
Attend a Seattle Tilth volunteer orientation. Attend “The Ropes: Understanding and Engaging Youth Homelessness” training (sponsored by the University District Service Providers Alliance: http://bit.ly/uTjiiS). Check-in regularly with Seattle Tilth staff to ensure a rewarding experience for the volunteer and the organization.

Application Process

Please fill out a general application on our website: http://seattletilth.org/get-involved/volunteer/internships, email an introduction and (optional) resume to juniperrogneby@seattletilth.org.  You will then be required to complete a SYGW supplemental application. Applications due Monday, February 20th, 2012.
About Seattle Tilth

Seattle Tilth is a nationally recognized non-profit educational organization dedicated to inspiring and educating people to garden organically and conserve natural resources, and support local food systems in order to cultivate a healthy urban environment and community.  Our programs include community learning gardens, youth garden programming, small farm business development training, our volunteer program, classes and workshops, events, a children’s garden program, the Master Composter program and the Garden Hotline. 

Thank you for your interest in being a volunteer with Seattle Tilth!
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