Scoop from the Coop
Our New Name
After many emails and a lot of counting we are now the “Scoop from the Coop” newsletter!  Many people liked “Eggstra! Eggstra!”, “Seattle Poultry Intelligencer” and “L’Oeuf” and people sent in a few additional suggestions. But after radiating my eyes and staring at all the responses, “Scoop from the Coop” it is!

Coop Tour Submissions
We are working on a new City Chicken’s Coop Tour for July 2007 and I am looking for coops in the Magnolia or Queen Anne neighborhood! 
This is the first Coop Tour after a one year hiatus and we will be focusing on just these two neighborhoods.  The 2006 Coop Tour was cancelled because of a lack of interest and the costs of advertising and printing maps.  We will be moving slowly in 2007 and hope to have your help!  If you live in either Magnolia or Queen Anne and have a chicken coop you would like to show off or know of someone who does, please contact me, Angelina Shell at 206-633-0097 or email me at angelinashell@seattletilth.org.

By Andrea Doughty – City Chickens Keeper
We live in Ballard and currently have 2 chickens, 2 cats and 1 Shiba Inu puppy.  We've been through a few rounds of chickens and a little bit of mayhem and murder. We began with three Rhode Island Red baby chicks we named Daisy, Chloe and Minnow the summer before last.  One lovely morning Minnow turned into Mitch and now lives happily ever after with his own harem.  

We replaced Minnow/Mitch with Sadie and Rosie, two Buff Orpingtons. The girls went through a hen-pecking  "adjustment" phase as Sadie and Rosie were laying eggs already and the Reds where still young teenagers.  What was interesting was the difference between the two breeds in a small city garden, especially before and after they start laying eggs. The Buffs Orpingtons are passive and relatively gentle on the garden.  Rhode Island Reds are mini bull dozers. 

Once the Reds started laying eggs and craving protein the destruction was impressive, in hindsight.  I watched clods of earth fly and plants disappear in seconds!   They also started to cackle and call very early in the mornings. Weekday wake up calls are one thing, but I'd find myself launching out of a dead sleep and running out to the coop at 5:00 am on weekends, not knowing if the neighbors or myself would ring their necks first!  I'd either find Chloe stomping up and down looking constipated and screaming at the Rosie and Sadie to "hurry up and lay that egg darn it, cause I have to go!" or Daisy announcing to all of Ballard that they were laying their eggs!"  (I suspect the pre-dawn announcements is what eventually lead to the demise of Rosie) When the neighbors began to comment "oh, I heard the chickens this morning" I knew it was time to find them a new home where they could roam and make as much noise as they wanted. 

That left us with Sadie and Rosie. Then last Memorial weekend something got into the coop and murdered Rosie. Sadie was in mourning for a couple of weeks, and stuck close to the house. Not wanting her to get lonely we thought we were being helpful and came home one day with Lucy and Boo. Holy cow, Sadie was one pissed off chicken!  She threw one fit after another.  A few days later she became really sick from a virus that she probably picked up from the other two. Lucy and Boo came from a feed store and we've learned from this that it is difficult for the stores to make sure that the different breeders inoculate their chicks. A day at the Exotic Bird Clinic in an oxygen tent and $350 later, I am happy to say that Sadie still rules our garden, as well as Lucy and Boo. She is one heck of a chicken. Lucy loves to eat, and Boo thinks every day that the sky might fall, again.

Despite all the mayhem and murder, chickens are a lot of fun and are easy to keep.  I enjoy being out in the garden with them. They come running when they see me with the shovel and happily help me dig. They follow my husband around the back patio as he lifts each planter pot for them to hunt for worms and potato bugs. They give us each an egg every day, eat bugs, till the garden, and there is something every enjoyable about relaxing on the deck and watch wandering chickens on a summer evening. One of my favorite things about chickens is that they put themselves to bed.  As soon as it gets dusk they are back in their coop and nestled into bed together waiting for you to lock them up. Something you can't often say about other pets, children and spouses!
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Chicken Announcements
************************************************************************
A Message from Alyssa Royse

I have just ordered 25 hens from McMurrays' Hatchery. I ordered the Rainbow Layers assortment, and they will all be vaccinated.  They are arriving the week of March 19, as baby chicks.  However, I really only want to keep 6 of them, as that's plenty for us.  So I will have about 19 to "give" away.  With shipping and vaccination, they are costing me $2.75 each, so if someone would like to cover that cost, that would be great. 
You can contact Alyssa at alyssa@justcausemag.com
************************************************************************

A Message from Megan Dana-Wallace 
BROODERS:  I've seen examples on the internet of brooders made from extra large plastic lidded storage bins.  Part of the lid is cut out and wire mesh is put in for ventilation.  A heat lamp rests on or above the wire mesh.  A lot of people seem to use these.  Has anyone had experience building/using one?  I've also seen corrugated cardboard rolls that provide a circular enclosure for larger chicks.  Has anyone done this?  I have a heated basement with a cement floor where larger chicks that are still too young to go outside could be kept in such an enclosure.

NEW CHICKS:  I have gone ahead and ordered 25 female day old chicks (plus one "mystery chick") from McMurray hatchery; arrival date is March 19.  

Obviously, I will eventually have to give most of them away.  These are full sized Buff Orpingtons, White Orpingtons, Black Australorps, Silver Laced Wyandottes, and Buff and Silver Laced Polish.  I plan to hand raise them, finger train them,  and tame them as much as possible (I'm retired so I can devote a lot of time to doing this, and I love birds)  I'll keep my favorites, of course, and since I have a very large yard (20,000 sq feet), I plan to keep 10 or 11.  But sometime in late April or early May, I'll be giving the rest away (free).  Please let me know if you are interested in giving any of these pullets a good home!

You can contact Megan at mmmdana@hotmail.com
************************************************************************

A Message from Dorothy Neville
I had a flock (4) of chickens. Unfortunately, we had a predator situation and now I have one.  She is two years old, just started to lay again and I am afraid that she is getting lonely.  I am just not thinking of getting more birds though. 

I adopted the birds last fall when the former caretakers proved negligent and didn't clean the coop . So they got in the habit of roosting in trees, especially this bird. I can only get her into her coop for sleeping about half the time. I just don't have the resources to build a bigger run to keep her in 24/7. Therefore her days are probably numbered here. 

Perhaps the best thing to do is offer her to someone who wants to increase their flock. Do you folks have any contacts in that regard?
You can reach Dorothy at dineville@gmail.com
************************************************************************

